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Synopsis

The biography series, aimed at young adults, profiles important modern-era scientists. The volumes
focus on the lives of those men and women who, in the 19th and 20th centuries, made the greatest
contributions to scientific knowledge. Each book looks at a scientist - or group of scientists - whose
work had a major impact on a particular field. In simple prose, free of technical jargon, each
scientist’'s achievements are discussed, including the scientific principles underlying his or her work.
The human drama of scientific work, conveying the excitement and frustration of research, as well
as the exhilaration and rewards of discovery, are also depicted. This volume in the series profiles
the life and career of Robert Hutchings Goddard, the American who has been called "the father of
modern rocketry" and whose visionary zeal and dedication made the space age possible. The book
relates the excitement of the pioneering days of Goddard’s research and trials, successes and

failures.
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